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Visit ctmc.org to learn more about 
our complete network of care.

Chest Pain Center
Cardiac Cath Labs
Cardiac Rehabilitation

Your Heart 
Is in the 
Right Place.

Sponsored by

Join Us to  
Celebrate Our 

1 YEAR 
SATURDAY, MARCH 9

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
Wimberley Gardens

419 FM 2325
Wimberley, TX 78676

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

Kids’ activities 

‘Natural approach’ gardening seminar 

Big savings on mulch and compost

Visit wimberleygardens.com for details.

ANNIVERSARY!

UIL Team Looks Strong Going into District Competition
Gearing up for district 

competition, Wimber-
ley High School academ-
ic and speech & debate 
team members are proving 
their might—most recent-
ly hauling home medals 
from their performance at 
the Westwood High School 
Invitational on Saturday, 
February 23. WHS stu-
dents competed among 49 
schools, ranging from 4A 
to 6A, and placed in several 
categories. “The UIL aca-
demic and speech and de-
bate teams have been work-
ing hard in preparation for 
our district meet. We travel 
to Bandera for district com-
petition at the end of March 
and I’m confident that we 
will do very well,” said Kyla 
Brookshier-DeLeon, UIL 
Academic Coordinator and 
Director of Forensics.

The Westwood meet was 
the final invitational meet 
of the season. The UIL Dis-
trict Lincoln Douglas De-
bate, Ready Writing and 
Journalism competition is 
slated for March 28. The re-
maining speech and debate 
events and all academic 
events will follow on March 
30. Both contests are at 
Bandera High School.

Quinton Mendoza enjoys the sweet 
smell of success as he displays the 
third place medal he won at the 
Westwood High School UIL Invita-
tional for current events.

It was a lot of thumbs up for Hannah 
Pickens and Jillian Garcia who were 
excited to compete in the Westwood 
Invitational. They both brought 
home medals. Pickens won first in 
feature writing, fourth in news writ-
ing and sixth in copy editing. Garcia 
brought home a pair of medals—
second in feature writing and fifth in 
editorial writing.

Elysia Becken and Evie Jennings take a mo-
ment to showcase their poetry medals.

Cameron Savage and Jake Smorrenburg are 
excited to have excelled in their contests, bring-
ing home second and fifth place, respectively, in 
headline writing.

UIL AWARDS 
CATEGORIES

Jillian Garcia
2nd-Feature 
Writing; 5th-

Editorial Writing

Hannah Pickens
1st-Feature Writing; 
4th-News Writing
 6th-Copy Editing

Cameron Savage
2nd-Headline 

Writing

Jake Smoorenburg
5th-Headline 

Writing

Ben McLemore
4th-Math

Quinton Mendoza
3rd-Current Events

Elysia Becken
6th-Poetry

Evie Jennings
3rd-Poetry

Aqua Texas...
postpone a vote on Wim-
berley’s planned change in 
scope to send effluent to 
Aqua Texas.

“I am disappointed in 
(the resolution),” Bob 
Laughman, president of 
Aqua Texas, said. “We’ve 
been successful in proving 
that by expanding the cus-
tomers involved in our rate 
structures we can hold our 
rates constant, and this is 
what it is all about. That 
is the value that Wimber-
ley brings is continuing to 
spread out the cost… The 
key to it is we are also going 
to improve the treatment 
to type one, so I would 
think the city of Woodcreek 
would be encouraged by the 
opportunity.”

Highlighting the city 
of Woodcreek’s concern 
about Aqua Texas ability to 
manage the sewer system, 
Scheel said that, ironically, 
a sewer line break occurred 
in his neighborhood the day 
before the vote.

“We had a break in the 
sewage line at Cypress 
Point in my neighborhood,” 
Scheel said. “It wasn’t a 

serious break, but it was 
a break and the same line 
has broken probably seven 
times in the last 10 years in 
slightly different places.”

The vote was 4-0 in favor 
with one abstention. Coun-
cilmember Judy Brizendine 
abstained stating she need-
ed more information. 

In the resolution, there 
were a number of state-
ments of concern about how 
the project could impact 
Woodcreek. The resolution 
states that the plant is near-
ing 75 percent capacity and 
“likely cannot handle any 
additional waste burden in 
its present state.” 

Laughman said that the 
plant is currently around 
60 percent of capacity and 
that Wimberley’s addition 
would not trigger the need 
for new construction on the 
plant. 

“But even if it was, that 
is a good thing,” Laughman 
said. “It is a regional plant 
and that is what it is intend-
ed for.”

The resolution also stat-
ed the concern that more 
effluent could harm the 

waterways because the golf 
course, where treated ef-
fluent is currently sprayed, 
is over saturated and fre-
quently moist. Laughman 
said there might not be a 
need to spray more effluent 
on the golf course because 
there is interest in the type 
one effluent that the facili-
ty would produce. He also 
said Aqua Texas’ permit  
designates other available 
land for discharge beyond 
the golf course that would 
be available if necessary.

The resolution also used 
water leaks from Aqua Tex-
as’ water lines within the 
city of Woodcreek claiming 
that it is an example that 
“the operator maintains its 
infrastructure in poor re-
pair, resulting in water line 
losses of greater than 25% 
year after year.”

Laughman said that 
Aqua Texas has invested $3 
million in infrastructure in 
the Wimberley Valley and 
continues to balance in-
frastructure spending with 
trying not to raise rates.
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